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Elkhart County Rapid Response Task Force Helps Thousands of Displaced Workers with Education, Retraining and Employment Opportunities

Elkhart County, Ind. – The Economic Development Corporation of Elkhart County (EDC of Elkhart County) today announced the status of the relief efforts of the “Rapid Response Task Force” organized to come to the aid of displaced workers of Elkhart County and its surrounding counties.  The EDC of Elkhart County provided this information on behalf of the many organizations and institutions working together to help workers and their families through this economic downturn.  There have been over 71,600 visits to regional WorkOne offices since July 1, 2008.  Over 11,000 visitors viewed the EDC of Elkhart County’s workforce assistance web- page the week the page launched in September of 2008. Visit the website at www.elkhartcountybiz.com and click on Workforce Assistance to view and link to all the partners and programs assisting.
President of the Elkhart County Board of Commissioners, Terry Rodino, summed up the unprecedented response targeted to aid workers and families from Elkhart and the surrounding counties. 

“The rapid response to this issue was like none witnessed before.  Within hours of the first announcement we had response from the Governor's office, Washington D.C., the Commissioner of WorkOne and all branches and regional locations.  Within days the regional WorkOne and the Northern Indiana Workforce Board offices were increasing staff to facilitate the amount of people being helped.  Satellite offices were set up in the factories to further assist those affected by the layoffs.  Each day brought new items to assist the affected workers.  Monies for training came and the local educational institutions opened more classes to do their part.  If a problem arose, a solution quickly followed,” said Rodino.

Significant Progress with Record Interest In Education and Retraining  
With the recent layoffs in the RV industry the state of Indiana reacted quickly with $3 million in funding from a Governor’s Grant, targeted specifically to these workers, and administrated through WorkOne.  That funding has already resulted in 502 educational vouchers awarded totaling $2,127,128 in training with additional monies awarded to workers to achieve 126 associate’s degrees, 313 Trade Certifications and 66 Operating Licenses.

President of the EDC of Elkhart County, Dorinda Heiden-Guss praised the efforts of the regional WorkOne system and the “Rapid Response” coalition.  She provided perspective on how the layoffs have spurred workers to seek more education to further careers and become more valuable employees.  “Many grant, voucher and educational dollars require graduating from high school or a General Equivalency Diploma (GED).  Elkhart and its surrounding counties affected by the downturn are seeing record numbers of interest from workers to further their education with a GED or industry specific training.  WorkOne and all of the educational systems and organizations are handling record number of new students. There is no doubt in my mind that the workforce of Elkhart County and the surrounding region will rise from this downturn better educated and ready for new challenges,” said Heiden-Guss.    

This effort was truly bi-partisan. Congressman Mark Souder, “Many families and individuals in Elkhart County are facing financial uncertainty.  During these challenging times, our community has responded with incredible creativity and bipartisan cooperation. I have been privileged to work with Congressman Donnelly, locally elected officials from every level of government, and many community organizations to do whatever it takes to ensure our community receives the needed assistance.  My office is hopeful that we can continue our role as a conduit to needed resources.  As I do my work in Washington, I am ever mindful of the needs of local families, especially in Elkhart County, and I am committed to working hard to help our area during this recession.”  

Congressman Joe Donnelly stated, "The state of our economy has hit folks in Elkhart County especially hard. I have been impressed, however, by the rapid response of the entire Elkhart community leadership and the steps they have taken to help folks through these trying times. I applaud their tireless work and the many partnerships they have formed with area organizations, schools and businesses. I promise to keep doing everything in my power to get our economy back on track."
An additional $10.4 million National Emergency Grant (NEG) was received by the state of Indiana in late August of 2008. This grant is also administered by the WorkOne System to displaced workers in the seven counties of northern Indiana including: Elkhart, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, St. Joseph, Noble and Lagrange.  The NEG grant is to be specifically administered to workers from the following dislocations, Dutchman Manufacturing, Keystone RV Company, Monaco Coach, Newmar Corporation, Pilgrim International and Sundowner Trailers.
“The closings are still coming and more people will be affected.  However, we know that all that can be done to aid and assist those involved with the unfortunate loss of their jobs is being done promptly.  Our region is strong.  We are a can do region and we will rebound,” concluded Rodino.

Employers interested in hiring these newly trained workers should contact Workforce Development at: 574-239-2380, extension 1063.

The Economic Development Corporation of Elkhart County (EDC) The EDC of Elkhart County is a not-for-profit, 501 C-3 organization.  The EDC is comprised of business and community leaders in Elkhart County dedicated to maintaining and growing a diverse economic base.  For more information about this marketing organization, please call 574 535-1002, e-mail edc@elkhartcountybiz.com or visit their website at www.elkhartcountybiz.com.
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Elkhart County Rapid Response Task Force Fact Sheet
$3 million RV Governor’s Grant

502 Vouchers Awarded

$2,127,128 in training dollars awarded

126 Associate’s Degrees

313 Certifications

66 Licenses

 $10.4 million National Emergency Grant (NEG) for RV Industry awarded for workers in seven counties:
•         Elkhart

•         Fulton

•         Kosciusko

•         Marshall

•         St. Joseph

•         Noble

•         Lagrange

Awarded to workers from six dislocations:
•         Dutchman Manufacturing

•         Keystone RV Company

•         Monaco Coach

•         Newmar Corporation

•         Pilgrim International

•         Sundowner Trailers

WorkOne

Regional Traffic Total:  October 2008

Elkhart  
7,450               up        76% from 2007

Fulton   
   200                 

no change

Kosciusko         3,105               up        18% from 2007

Marshall            2,009               up        11% from 2007

St. Joseph          6,850               up          4% from 2007

Over 71,600 visits to regional WorkOne offices since July 1, 2008
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