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Study Confirms Elkhart County, Indiana as State’s Per Capita Patent Powerhouse
Elkhart County Producing a Full 8.6% of Indiana Patents with Just 3% of the State’s Population

Elkhart County, Ind.—In a world rendered flat by low-cost outsourcing to the Third World, increasingly competitive global markets, and innovative technology offshore, a recent study shows that Elkhart County, Indiana, stands out as a shining star of manufacturing and innovation in the fertile American Midwest. 

The study confirms that Elkhart County has more patents filed per capita than any other county in the state of Indiana. Elkhart County is the second largest producer of patents in the state producing over 2,000 of the 23,104 patents since 1976 when the statistics first became available electronically. 

These are the conclusive facts produced by an in depth study completed and electronically published on the web by the Economic Development Corporation of Elkhart County (EDC of Elkhart County) and its strategic partners in late 2006. Elkhart County’s Innovation Landscape Study was completed and published online in the fourth quarter of 2006. Access this illuminating report by going to the EDC of Elkhart County's website at www.edcec.com. 
This easy-to-read study, in an intuitive format, speaks for itself. Elkhart County has the highest per capita number of patents in the state: surprisingly higher per capita than many of the larger and more populous counties in Indiana.  
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	County
	Patents

1976-2006
	Rank
	Population

	Marion (Indianapolis)
	8,441
	1
	863,596

	Elkhart
	2,008
	2
	191,768

	Allen (Fort Wayne)
	1,695
	3
	342,168


Sources: US Census Bureau and STATS Indiana. 
A Community Working Together to Understand Its Future
The momentum and development behind the study entitled Elkhart County’s Innovation Landscape: Finding Our Place in the New Global Economy, was exemplary of how well this community works together. The strategic partners spearheading the study included the EDC of Elkhart County, the Greater Elkhart Chamber of Commerce, the Technology Council, the Goshen Chamber of Commerce, Elkhart County Planning and Development, the Elkhart County Historical Museum, the law firm of Bakers & Daniels LLP, M-CAM, Inc. and the actual producers of the report, enovent Flat World Solutions. 

Eric Kanagy of enovent, the technology and research firm hired to execute the patent study, explained how the study came to life. As then chair of the Technology Council, he was in on the ground floor of the inception.

“The report started with the council working on a technology directory because the perception of Elkhart County and the reality did not match up. We knew there were many companies here working in high-tech ways, but not necessarily always on high-tech products. Building off of that, we started seeing some striking numbers of patents.”

Kanagy related how Laura Coyne, Elkhart County Community Development Coordinator, pulled numbers from a 1995 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) study that showed that Elkhart had some even more significant numbers. Kanagy 
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explained, “I had never thought before that Elkhart County could have this large a 

number of patents. I had worked in a patent analytic company that wrote software for patents, so I knew about the field. I went to the USPTO website to just get a general estimation of total patents in the State and the counties and was floored to see that somewhere around 10% of the patents in Indiana came from Elkhart County! I was shocked,” he said. 

Coyne recounted, “My radar was turned way up during this time, looking for that performance based proof of our unique track record. Someone in passing said something like, ‘Elkhart County has probably received more patents than any other county in Indiana.’ I thought, there's the entrepreneurial mother load if we can prove it— our creativity, industry, resourcefulness and brain trust... juried, approved, and on file.” 

The new President of the EDC of Elkhart County, Dorinda Heiden, commented on the depth of support the community showed for the study, “It is my understanding that from the onset of this project the community was very forward thinking and worked together; private, public and governmental sectors all curious as to what the outcome might be," she stated. 

A Legacy of Innovative Manufacturing and Entrepreneurship

 “After having done the study, and knowing the history of Elkhart a lot better, it’s obvious why Elkhart County ranks high in innovation. It’s always had a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship since Charles Gerard Conn and Dr. Franklin L. Miles 

began here. But even before that, the patent for the first voting machine issued in the 1800s was here. Various farming implements and lots of other patents show a pattern 

emerging very early on,” related the author of the study, Kanagy, who reminded that his study only goes back to 1976 when patent records were first available electronically—the innovative tip of the iceberg. 
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Kanagy referenced two of Elkhart County’s most famous innovators. Patents were applied for, trade secrets secured, and trademarks garnered in the thousands by Elkhart entrepreneur Charles Gerard Conn (1844-1931), who was an avid musical instrument patent and trademark applicant, hundreds of times over. Dr. Franklin L. Miles (1845-1929) started a dynasty with home remedies based on his hypotheses on the central role of the nervous system. Miles Laboratories went on to create the first multivitamin, first 

clinical laboratory diagnosis products, a new fermentation process for creating citric acid, the first commercially available restriction enzyme for recombinant DNA, and of course Alka Seltzer.
Patent Diversity Brings Economic Stability to the Future

As the study’s strategic partners worked to mine the results of the study, one of the concerns was how the county would fare in patents after the loss of Miles Laboratories resulting from the company’s consolidation outside the Elkhart market in 1995. The concerns were so serious that the partners guided the study to render figures “before and after Miles.” Miles Laboratories' departure was used as the dividing line between the "Miles Era" (1976-1995) and the "Post-Miles Era" (1996-2006). These results also proved surprising. Kanagy explained: 

“Typically there are two or three major players at the top of any region with the vast majority of patents. If you look at the U.S. as a whole, it's IBM, Microsoft, etc… Miles was always at the top with over 50 percent of the patents. I thought that the figures would show that if we lost the number one player, then our numbers would be cut in half. But that’s not what happened. Despite that great loss, the pattern has continued without them. Other great companies have stepped up—including a lot of smaller companies producing more patents—that have kept the trend moving upward.” The study showed that smaller companies were responsible for 72% of the patents in the “Post Miles Era.” 
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Diversity was the key. Not only was Elkhart County the national capital of the recreational vehicle manufacturing industry—bringing together patent innovations in automotive, plastics, composites, fabrics, metallurgy, and other fields—it was also high in patents in manufacturing technology, electrical and testing systems.

A follow-up study analyzing how Elkhart County ranks both regionally and nationally is now underway with Kanagy’s company. “My instincts are telling me that Elkhart County, when you look at the incredible diversity of the many kinds of patents issued here, will stand out very strongly in the larger picture—as far as the Midwest, definitely. We are a manufacturing success story because the companies here have continued to succeed where others have failed. Companies continue to remain innovators—both in the products they produce and the way they produce them,” he concluded.

Elkhart County’s Innovation Landscape Study: Finding Our Place in the New Global Economy, was completed and published online in the fourth quarter of 2006. Access this illuminating report by going to the EDC of Elkhart County's website at www.edcec.com. To contact the EDC of Elkhart County please call the toll free number 1-877-535-1002 or email them at edc@elkhartcountybiz.com 
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