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Afghan Veteran Returns Home to Literary Honors

Dan Donarski Honored by AGLOW, Winning Both “Book of the Year” and  “Best of Show” for His New Book “21 Days in Africa: A Hunter's Safari Journal”
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.—Major Dan Donarski returned from his service with the U.S. Army in Afghanistan earlier this year to literary honors from the Association of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers (AGLOW).  Donarski can now add “award-winning author” to his diverse resume. In his absence AGLOW, an organization comprised of outdoor and travel journalists from 17 states, honored his new book, “21 Days in Africa: A Hunter's Safari Journal”, with both "Book of the Year” and "Best of Show." The AGLOW “Best of Show” is awarded to the best journalistic effort in all print and electronic media submissions each year by the association.   

Late in his career as a U.S. Army officer, Donarski started to write articles for publication and eventually became a full-time outdoor and travel journalist.  His articles now appear in national magazines such as Sports Afield, Sport Fishing and Cabela's Outfitter Journal.  Over the past 10 years Donarski has received numerous awards for his newspaper and magazine writing, as well as photography.

The 52-year-old Donarski has been a contributor to numerous books during his career but it took him until 2007 to write and shoot the photography for his own complete book.  Published by Stackpole Books in 2008, “21 Days in Africa”, has taken the author full circle--from the dreams of hunting Africa as a young boy, to actually being on safari and writing the tales of the trip.

“As a boy I devoured the outdoor magazines my grandfather gave me.  Of all the stories I read, the tales of Africa fascinated me the most. I read all the classics from writers like Robert Ruark, Ernest Hemingway and Peter Caspstick.  All this just fanned the flames to one day go on safari in ‘The Dark Continent’," mused Donarski.

"Africa, and in this case, South Africa, was a watershed of experiences. The people I traveled with, the country's immense beauty, the adventure, it was all so much more than I had imagined. Everything I read as a young boy was right there in front of me, around the next bend, over that hill. Every day was like a new beginning," he stated.

He explained the book wasn't planned before or during his first few trips.  Donarski knew he'd get a couple of stories into magazines from his travels--which he did. "After those first two stories appeared, a few writers contacted me and asked when the book was coming out. Up until then a book wasn't even in my thought process. Thankfully, I kept a daily journal, which became the basis for this book."

"I didn't want to write a standard book. I wanted to write a book that would bring the reader into the story, let them see Africa, let them smell the green hills and grasslands, to sweat along with me on treks and to feel the adrenaline. I wanted a highly descriptive book. While each chapter has a 'brass tacks' section on helpful hints in planning a trip, I wanted the book to be a modern version of such classics as Robert Ruark's ‘Horn of the Hunter’ or Hemingway's literary ‘Green Hills of Africa’."

According to critical reviewers of Donarski's book, he accomplished just that. Critic David Graham writes, "...this book revives the safari genre with verve and honor...long on adventure, short on brag...." Tom Huggler in his review of the book writes, "Ruark would have liked, and cheered, this book." And, from James Handcock, "...beautifully illustrated, nicely bound, and well-written... I rate this as one of the best of the modern books on the subject."

Donarski's award-winning book is available at bookstores like Barnes and Noble, Borders and Book World, as well as on the web through Amazon and similar outlets. (“21 Days in Africa: A Hunter's Safari Journal”; hardcover, 220 pages, all color photographs; Stackpole Books; $29.95; ISBN: 978-0-8117-0288-1)

Dreams of Africa Come Full Circle with “Hunter's Horn Adventures” 

Now back safely from Afghanistan and retired from the U.S. Army after years of service, Donarski’s dreams still revolve around Africa.  Since that first safari he has returned to Africa, making multiple trips to South Africa, Tanzania, Mozambique and Botswana. A trip to Cameroon is in the works. 

Donarski explained that Africa has turned his life upside down. Over the past few years he began facilitating trips for tourists, hunters, anglers and photographers through the business he started named Hunter's Horn Adventures.

"I had a number of people ask me how a trip was planned and how easy it was after I came back the first time. The professional hunters and guides I worked with in Africa were marvelous and asked if I would mind helping them market their trips. Those requests led me down a rather bumpy road initially, but after the kinks were worked out we are up and running strong.  Africa is a place many people dream of.  It doesn't need to stay a dream. We're here to make that dream come true,” he said.

"There is a pile of paperwork that needs to be done for a hunting safari.  No matter what you choose to do while in Africa, most countries require you to get a Visa.  Airlines can be confounding. Then there's the nervousness of going to a strange country. We make sure all of that is taken care of from start to finish so the only thing our clients have to do is enjoy the experience. We won't send our clients anywhere that we haven't been first," he said.

According to Donarski, even though the safari business is still growing, Hunter's Horn Adventures is seeing a 70 percent return rate with his clients. "A lot of people plan Africa as that 'trip of a lifetime.' I did the same thing with my first trip.  But, for hunters especially, Africa tends to get into their blood, some would call it an obsession, and they see themselves returning in a couple of years for another dose of African adventure. There are just so many opportunities, so many different landscapes. Africa sings a siren's song and continues to lure us back," concluded Donarski.

For more information on Hunter's Horn Adventures visit their website at www.huntershornadventures.com.
